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CSEG Foundation 
The CSEG Foundation (CSEGF) is a registered Canadian charity that serves as the charitable 
operating arm of the Canadian Society of Exploration Geophysicists (CSEG). Since its inception 
in 2006, the mission of the CSEGF has been “to encourage and support scientific, educational, 
and charitable activities that benefit geophysicists through the solicitation of contributions aimed 
at promoting the development of geophysical knowledge, education and public awareness”. 
Managed by an independent Board of Directors, the CSEGF is closely aligned with and directed 
by the CSEG. 

The 2023/2024 Board of Directors are:  
Mauricio Sacchi, Chair 
Rick Nakamoto, Vice-Chair 
David Eaton, Past Chair 
Pavlo Cholach, Treasurer 
Wendell Pardasie, Assistant Treasurer 
Felix Oghenekohwo, Outreach 
John Duhalt, CSEG Board Rep 
Jennifer Bors, Communications 
Darren Kondrat, Fund Development 
Stephen Kotkas, Scholarships 
Paul Hausmanis, TGLS 
Laurie Weston, Director at Large 
Jim Racette, CSEG Managing Director 
Alyssa Middleton, CSEG Support Services Coordinator  

 

The bulk of the CSEG Foundation’s investment assets are managed by the Calgary Foundation, 
a registered charitable foundation that manages an endowment fund to serve Calgary’s 
philanthropic investment needs. Since the Calgary Foundation started to manage these funds in 
2012, CSEGF investments with the Calgary Foundation have realized a 67.1% net gain in asset 
valuation.  

The CSEGF’s financial position remains strong, with net assets (after liabilities) totaling 
$2,260,433 as of November 30, 2024. For the 2024/25 fiscal year, with a total budget of 
approximately $160,000, the CSEGF is projecting a year-end deficit of $19,408.81. 

Notably, the CSEGF operates without any financial support from the CSEG and does not draw 
from invested funds to cover its operations. Instead, the operating budget is sustained through 
ongoing donations from members and corporate sponsors. Normal (pre-pandemic) fundraising 
activities have recently resumed with a focus on increasing donation revenue. After a three-year 
hiatus, letters were sent to past donors in late 2024 and again in 2025, providing an update on 
CSEGF activities and reminding recipients of its charitable status to encourage year-end 
contributions. 
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Regarding fundraising efforts, Daren Kondrat actively seeks support for the Distinguished 
Lecture (DL) Tour. The goal is to secure commitments from multiple donors for approximately 
$20,000 per year for three to five years. Achieving this funding target will alleviate budgetary 
pressures and ensure external contributions fully support the DL Tour program. 

Recruiting volunteers has been an ongoing challenge for the Foundation, exacerbated by a 
significant decline in CSEG membership, which has reduced the pool of eligible and willing 
volunteers. Additionally, as activity in the oil and gas industry has resumed without a 
proportional increase in hiring, remaining members are busier than ever. 

Despite these challenges, CSEG Foundation committees have remained proactive and 
resourceful, continuously creating and expanding opportunities to promote CSEG and its 
various programs. Efforts are also underway to engage young professionals interested in 
supporting CSEG and CSEGF by involving them in our subcommittees. The goal is to provide 
them with valuable experience and, over time, transition them into associate chair positions 
within our subcommittees. 

Additionally, discussions are ongoing about enhancing interactions and expanding volunteer 
recruitment beyond the oil and gas industry. This initiative aims to reflect better the evolving 
nature of our profession across North America. 

2024-25 Highlights 

Public and School Outreach - The Earth Science for Society (ESfS) event is a fun, 
educational, and dynamic geoscience outreach initiative where students, families, youth groups, 
and the public can explore the wonders of Earth Science. Sponsorship by the CSEGF helps 
leverage additional funding, enabling ESfS volunteers to deliver a free, family-friendly program 
featuring interactive, hands-on exhibits in four Earth Science-themed pavilions. The CSEGF 
fully supports the organizing committee’s belief that increasing science literacy is essential, as 
today’s students will become tomorrow's decision-makers and environmental stewards. The 
ESfS event was held on March 16–18, 2025, at MacEwan Hall on the main campus of the 
University of Calgary. More details can be found here. 

This year’s CSEG Distinguished Lecturer is Andrea Crook from Optiseis, Calgary. Andrea 
is a leading expert in seismic acquisition, and her company has gained recognition for its work 
on low-impact acquisition systems. Her talk, "Sustainability and Innovation in Seismic Data 
Acquisition," will be presented at Canadian universities nationwide and at professional societies. 
The full schedule of talks is available here. As in previous years, this tour is one of the keyways 
to engage university undergraduates and graduates, and we are actively exploring ways to 
support further and enhance the program. 

Scholarships – The CSEGF continues to support post-secondary geoscience education and 
students through the dedicated efforts of the Scholarship Committee, chaired by Stephen 
Kotkas. The committee is pleased to report another successful year and extends its heartfelt 
gratitude to all the generous sponsors who supported the CSEG scholarships in 2024. 

  

https://esfscanada.com/
https://cseg.ca/foundation/cseg-distinguished-lecture-tour/
https://cseg.ca/foundation/cseg-distinguished-lecture-tour/
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We sincerely thank our individual sponsors: Neil Orr, Nanna Eliuk, Ian Watson, Brian Russell, 
Darren Hinks, Ivy Cheung, and Metin Hagi. Additionally, we are grateful to our corporate donors, 
including Alvopetro, Aspenleaf, Athabasca Oil Corporation, Athena, ConocoPhillips, Earth 
Signal Processing, Ikon Science, Imperial Oil, KEY Seismic, North American Helium, Pacific 
Canbriam, Pulse Data, QEye, RPS (Tetra Tech), TGS, Tourmaline, and Veren. Thanks to their 
generosity, the CSEGF Foundation awarded two Post-Secondary Entrance Scholarships and 14 
University Scholarships this year! 

In collaboration with the Student Scholarship Committee, I have compiled an extensive list of 
faculty contacts to expand outreach and enhance the geographical diversity of scholarship 
applicants. Our goal is to increase awareness of CSEG activities among universities and 
geophysics programs that may not yet be familiar with our opportunities. 

School Shake – The CSEGF has continued to provide strong support for School Shake, a 
University of Victoria (UVic) initiative on Vancouver Island that operates under the direction of 
Professor Ed Nissen. The program has installed Raspberry Shake seismometers at schools in 
southern Vancouver Island to provide a real-time feed of ground shaking and earthquake 
locations. This program is designed to give students and teachers the chance to learn about 
earthquakes and participate in a large-scale community science experiment, providing insights 
into earthquake faults beneath the Island. School Shake has recently automated the process of 
detecting and locating seismic activity. It also works with a teacher to develop middle school 
lesson plans centered on the School Shake data. The CSEGF has provided $5000 toward the 
School Shake initiative in 2024. The School Shake team has plans to leverage sponsorship funds 
through government funding programs such as NSERC’s PromoScience program.  

Travel grants and learning subsidies – The Foundation continues supporting TGLS 
activities. Beneficiaries of this program include Canadian undergraduate and postgraduate 
students, as well as un/under-employed industry professionals. The travel grants and subsidies 
allow recipients to partake in short courses and attend conferences and geoscience events such 
as GeoConvention, Challenge Bowl, CSEG Symposium, Doodletrain, and local and international 
field trips.  

Communications – We continue reviving many of the CSEGF’s core activities, though 
several continue in a hybrid format. As a result, our members rely on CSEG’s social media 
platforms, the Recorder, and newsletters for timely updates and information. With the 
Foundation resuming active fundraising efforts, CSEGF is expanding its reach by developing 
targeted social media campaigns to convey its message to key audiences and beyond 
effectively. Similarly, CSEGF will be participating in the 75th anniversary of our society, 
supporting the board's efforts for it.  

  

https://schoolshake.ca/
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Support for student-led conferences and student activities – The Outreach Committee 
continues to sponsor relevant student events such as the AUGC conference held at Dalhousie on 
October 24-26. Also, we supported WIUGC  held in Calgary from January 9 to 12. This year, the 
Foundation supported John Duhault, CSEG representative to the Foundation, in attending the 
WIUGC as an industry ambassador. The Outreach Committee also oversees the annual 
Geophysical Industry Field Trip (GIFT). This year, GIFT will be visiting the Carbon Management 
Canada Newell County Field Research Station (FRS) near Brooks, AB. The FRS is a center for 
research and education in carbon capture and storage, including a field-scale pilot with 
geophysical monitoring instrumentation from May 7th, 2025, to Saturday, May 10th, 2025. The 
Outreach Committee also organizes the annual Challenge Bowl, which will take place at the next 
GeoConvention. 

M D SACCHI 
CHAIR, CSEG FOUNDATION  

https://event.fourwaves.com/augc-dal-2024/pages
https://www.wiugc2025.ca/
https://cseg.ca/geophysical-industry-field-trip/
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