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The Evolving Role, Strategy and Importance of the Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG)

The environment for applied geophysics continues to evolve both in US/Canada and around the
globe. Significant factors include — globalization, geopolitics, the energy portfolio, emerging
resource needs, technology advancements, high performance computing and Artificial
Intelligence. Applied geophysics has an important role in the exploration, development and
production of sustainable, affordable and reliable earth resources.

While the strategy and role of professional science and technology societies like the SEG (and
the CSEG) needs to evolve, the relevance and the need is just as high today as in the past
decades.

Biography: John Eastwood — SEG President 2024/2025 (Past President 2025/2026)

John Eastwood has been an SEG member since 1993. He has a PhD in Geophysics from the
University of Alberta and worked for ExxonMobil/Imperial Qil for 32 years. He started his
career in Research when he pioneered the use of Active and Passive Seismic Monitoring in oil
sands. John held company Executive positions in technical and managerial realms in
Exploration, Development and Production, Geophysics Manager for Seismic
Imaging/Acquisition, and as Senior Principal Geophysicist leading ExxonMobil’s resurgence into
seismic imaging, FWI and High-Performance Computing.

John was recognized with the J. Clarence Karcher Award for outstanding contributions from a
young geophysicist in 1997. He has been awarded The Leading Edge Best Paper, CSEG Best
Paper, has 5 patents, and numerous publications.

Prior to becoming President SEG for 2024/2025, John was active volunteering for the SEG
including Development and Production Committee Chair, The Chair of the Leading Edge
Editorial Board, SEG Secretary Treasurer, SEG Finance Committee/Chair, SEAM Board of
Directors Chair, Justice, Equity, Diversity, Inclusion (JEDI) taskforce member, and North
American Regional Advisory Council Chair.



